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In the Hospitality of Algeria’s Glories
Leaders and Icons of

the National Resistance

Mohamed El-Amjad
Ben Abdelmalek
(El-Sharif Boubeghla)
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Introduction

Resistance is a legitimate right recognized by divine,
civil, and human laws, meant to restore lost sovereignty.
The Algerian people fully embraced this right, launching
a wide range of resistance movements military, political,
and cultural immediately after the French occupation began
in 1830. This resistance was led by numerous heroes, both
men and women, including Emir Abdelkader, Ahmed Bey,
Fatma N’Soumer, Queen Tin Hinan, and Dihya. These
figures defended the land with unmatched courage, leaving
a lasting mark on Algerian history.

Among them stood Mohamed El-Amjad Ben Abdelmalek,
better known as El-Sharif Boubaghla, who traveled from
western Algeria to Kabylie. He quickly gained the trust of
the local population, adopted their culture, and led them
in an armed resistance against French colonization for
several years. Despite facing a powerful and well-equipped
enemy, Boubaghla’s bravery and leadership inflicted heavy
losses on the French army, leading them to target him
with vengeance.

After his eventual capture, the French brutally executed him,
cutting off his head while he was still alive and displayed his
head, horse, clothing, and personal seal to terrorize resisting

tribes. His skull was preserved in the Musée de ’Homme
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in Paris for over 160 years. It was only after independence
that Algeria reclaimed his remains and buried him in the
soil he fought for.

El-Sharif Boubaghla remains a powerful symbol of Algerian

unity, sacrifice, and the enduring spirit of resistance.
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Birth and Early Life:

Mohamed El-Amjad Ben Abdelmalek, also known as
El-Sharif Mohamed El-Hashemi, earned the nickname
“Boubeghla” due to his use of a mule for transportation.
Historical accounts vary regarding his birth date some
sources claim he was born in 1810, others in 1809, while
a third opinion suggests 1820. His origins are also debated:
some assert he hailed from the west, near El-Attaf, or from
Ouled Sidi Aissa in El-Athouna.

These conflicting narratives are largely due to the fact that
most French accounts focused solely on his resistance
activities, neglecting to document his early life. As a result,

much of his personal history remains obscure and disputed.
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Education and Training:

Mohamed El-Amjad Ben Abdelmalek received a Qur’anic
education before pursuing Islamic jurisprudence studies
in Miliana. He later trained at Emir Abdelkader’s military
academy, where he joined the ranks of the Emir’s army.
There, he gained experience in combat, military discipline,
and strategy.

He was also dispatched as a delegate of Emir Abdelkader to
the Kabylia region, which explains his deep knowledge of
the area, its terrain, tribes, and notable leaders, allowing him

to build strong ties with the local sheikhs and dignitaries.

Personal Traits:

He was of average height, muscular build, dark-skinned,
with large eyes and a black beard. Renowned for his
intelligence, bravery, and strategic acumen, Boubeghla was

also a charismatic speaker.
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Marriages:

El-Sharif Boubaghla married three times, and it is believed
that through these marriages, he aimed to establish familial
ties and connections that he could rely on in times of
hardship and struggle, particularly for recruiting support in
his resistance against the occupier.

1.His first wife was Fatima, daughter of Yahya Ben Aissa
from Ouled Sidi Aissa, a branch of Ouled Soltane in
El-Athouna.

* His second was Yamina, daughter of Hamou Oubali from
the village of Tazairt in Beni Abbas.

* The third was Tassadit, daughter of Omar Nait Mohand
El-Hadj from Beni Mendass.
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Preparations for Resistance:

Upon resolving to take up arms, Boubeghla undertook
several strategic steps:

1.1dentifying key initial targets.

2.Securing strategic fallback zones in case retreat became
necessary.

3.Mobilizing tribal alliances and urging them to join the
resistance.

4.Using religion as a rallying call for jihad.

5.Launching morale-boosting propaganda, while appointing

trusted local commanders, such as Hajj Mustapha
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The Onset of Resistance by Mohamed
El-Amjad Ben Abdelmalek (Boubeghla):

El-Sharif Boubaghla’s resistance began with an attack on
the French forces on March 10, 1851. His victory in that
battle increased his popularity and encouraged many people
to join his ranks.

He fought several major battles against the French in
Bé¢jaia, Oued Bousselm, Boghni, and Iouzlaguen, achieving
victories in many of them despite the French army’s superior
equipment and numbers.

However, on July 19, 1852, he was wounded in the head
during a confrontation with a French commander, forcing

him to pause his campaign temporarily.
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Reliance on Guerrilla Warfare

Sharif Boubeghlarealized that engaging the French enemy in
open warfare was no longer effective, given the imbalance in
arms and numbers, as well as the continuous and increasing
reinforcements received by the French forces. He came to
the conclusion that the only viable strategy to confront such
a powerful army was through guerrilla warfare.
Accordingly, he began to implement guerrilla tactics
hit-and-run operations attacking French troops and then
retreating swiftly, relying on speed and the element

of surprise.
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The Second Phase of Resistance (1853—1854)
In the first phase of resistance, Boubeghla fought fierce
battles against several prominent French generals and
officers, including Blangini, Dewengi, Camou, Barral, and
Biew, achieving notable victories.

The confrontations between the two sides continued back
and forth until 1854. In that year, El-Sharif Boubaghla
was able to revive the resistance, as circumstances became
favorable when the French authorities sent their troops to
fight in the Crimean War.

Sensing a threat, the French authorities launched a decisive
campaign to crush him and his supporters. They dispatched
a large force under General Randon to subdue all of Kabylia.
Additional reinforcements came from Constantine, led by
Marshal MacMahon, and from Algiers, led by General
Camou. All converged on Tizi Ouzou, where intense battles
erupted. Due to overwhelming numbers and firepower, the
balance eventually tipped in favor of the French. This had

an impact on El-Sharif Boubaghla’s resistance.

g
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Events That Weakened the Resistance of
Mohamed El-Amjad Ben Abdelmalek

In addition to the continuous French military pressure,
other factors affected El-Sharif Boubaghla’s resistance and
hastened its downfall, including:

1.The injuries sustained by the leader, El-Sharif Boubaghla,
during armed confrontations with the enemy.

2.The successive campaigns launched by the French army
to subjugate the tribes supporting El-Sharif Boubaghla,
pushing them to abandon and even turn against him. While
these efforts were largely unsuccessful, they still had
an impact.

3.El-Sharif Boubaghla was subjected to an assassination
attempt. Although the attempt failed, it left negative

effects on him.
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The End of the Hero Mohamed El-Amjad Ben
Abdelmalek (Boubeghla)

The French attempted to confront him throughout the
Kabylie region, aiming to eliminate him by killing him,
capturing him alive, or at the very least forcing him to
surrender. However, they failed miserably in the face of his
bravery and remarkable ability to resist. They also sought to
isolate him from the tribes that supported him and provided
him with men, equipment, and funds, resorting to various
military and dishonorable tactics to achieve that goal. While
they succeeded with some tribes, they failed with others.

Unable to defeat Boubaghla militarily, the French resorted
to deceit, cunning, and manipulation, offering rewards
to their followers to capture or kill him. Eventually, they
succeeded: his head was severed and taken to the governor
of Bordj Bou Arréridj, who publicly displayed the head of
the heroic martyr El-Sharif Boubaghla, along with his horse,
weapon, clothing, and the seal he used for correspondence
as a warning to anyone who dared rebel against France. His
head was then embalmed and sent to France, where it was
kept in one of its museums, alongside the heads of other

resistance martyrs.

g
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The Relationship Between Mohamed El-Amjad
Ben Abdelmalek and Lalla Fatma N’Soumer

A strong bond of resistance united Mohamed El-Amjad
Ben Abdelmalek (Boubeghla) and Lalla Fatma N’Soumer.
She stood beside him in battles and played a key role in
mobilizing the population to support the uprising. Lalla
Fatma supported him not only in combat but also in tending
to his wounds. Together, they formed one of the most iconic

and influential resistance duos in Algerian history.

The Return of His Skull to His Homeland
Algeria succeeded in repatriating 24 skulls of Algerian
resistance fighters that were kept in the Musée de I’Homme
(Museum of Mankind) in Paris, where hundreds of such
remains were held. Among them was the skull of Mohamed
El-Amjad Ben Abdelmalek, known as Boubeghla. It
was ceremoniously laid to rest at El Alia Cemetery on
July 5, 2020, in a solemn national tribute befitting the heroes
who had returned to their liberated homeland.
Poet Ibrahim Qar memorialized the symbolic return of
Boubeghla in verse:

Welcome, O noble Boubeghla, with pride and grace,

The martyr has returned what a glorious embrace!

O Mohamed Amjad, you’ve honored your trace,

God is great welcome, commander of this place.
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