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In the Hospitality of Algeria’s
GloriesLeaders and Icons of the

National Resistance

Ibn Nacer
Ben Chohra

( The Hero of the Southern Resistance)



Lapaz 6 55T5amdl Bl pionll b s ) s all Yoy

Birth and Early Life

Ibn Nasser ben Chohra ben Farhat was born in 1804 in the
town of Larbaa near Ouargla. He belonged to the Maamara
clan, itself a branch of the larger Larbaa tribe, an ancient
tribe renowned for its courage, nobility, and honorable
heritage. The Larbaa lived in the Zab region, between Sidi
Aissa, Sidi Khaled, and Ouled Djellal. It was there that Ibn
Nasser grew up, until the tribe eventually moved to the
Laghouat region, where the Maamara and the descendants

of Ouled Sidi Aissa were among the first to settle.

There are two main views about the tribe’s origins. One
attributes their lineage to the Yemeni Qahtani tribes of Lahm
and Judham, and later to the Banu Hilal. Another suggests
that the family of Ibn Nasser ben Chohra originated from
Saguia el-Hamra, south of the Anti-Atlas Mountains along
the Atlantic coast, from where their ancestors migrated

to Algeria.

Regardless of these differing accounts, both the Larbaa
and the Maamara are considered pure-blooded Arabs.
They were known for their pride, bravery, generosity, and
chivalry every quality admired in Arab tradition. They
were widely respected, their word carried weight, and their

counsel was honored.

g
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It was in this environment that Ibn Nasser was born and
raised. His grandfather Farhat had been a noble, a tribal
sheikh, and leader of the Larbaa. His father followed the
same path. Determined to give his son a strong foundation,
he arranged for him to memorize the Qur’an from an early
age, as was the custom in the region. He also ensured he
received instruction in Islamic jurisprudence from scholars
of the Qadiriyya Sufi order, most notably Sheikh Ahmed
al-Shawi of Laghouat. The religious education and Qur’anic
memorization left a deep mark on Ibn Nasser’s character.
They shaped his ethics, influenced his future resistance,
and inspired his lifelong commitment to spreading virtue
and rejecting foreign domination. In addition, he joined
the military and nationalist school of Emir Abdelkader at
an early age, where he became one of its valiant warriors

dedicated to unity, faith, and the defense of the homeland.




Lapaz 6 55T5amdl Bl pionll b s ) s all Yoy

His Upbringing

Ibn Nasser ben Chohra was raised in a nomadic tribe that
roamed the vast stretches of the Sahara. Each summer, they
migrated toward the hilly northern regions for trade and to
stock up on wheat. This way of life immersed him early
on in the severe conditions of the desert. He endured fierce
sandstorms, scorching heat in summer, and biting cold in
winter. He also faced threats from desert bandits and wild
animals that frequently endangered the lives of travelers. Yet
he confronted every danger with steadfast determination,
strength, and courage.

Through these experiences, he became intimately familiar
with every nuance of desert life. He learned to read the
land, anticipate threats, and navigate harsh terrain. His deep
understanding of the desert earned him the title “the true
navigator of the Sahara,” a testament to his exceptional
survival skills and keen instinct in one of the world’s most

unforgiving environments.
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His Physical Appearance

Historians such as Sheikh Abdelrahman El Djilali, Ahmed
ben Abi Qusayba, Yahya Bouaziz, and Abu Al-Qasim
Saadallah described Ibn Nasser ben Chohra as fair-skinned,
with reddish hair, especially in his beard. He had thick,
prominent eyebrows and a round face, with a powerful and
compact build. He walked swiftly and confidently, and his
skill in marksmanship was legendary. He could strike a
target with deadly accuracy, whether it stood before him
or behind him, and was known to almost never miss. In
his appearance, he mirrored the style of Emir Abdelkader,
wearing a wrapped turban, a woolen haik, and tall leather
boots, an image that captured both his tribal identity and his

status as a seasoned fighter.




Lapaz 6 55T5amdl Bl pionll b s ) s all Yoy

His Character

Ibn Nasser ben Chohra firmly believed that a successful
leader must be defined by virtuous conduct. He exemplified
honesty, humility, kind companionship, and generosity in
his dealings with others, as well as forgiveness when in a
position of power. Despite the harshness of war and the
demands of leadership, he remained gentle and tolerant
with his companions and allies. He greeted the righteous
with a smile and showed sternness only to those of ill
intent. His expression rarely changed, except when giving
orders or confronting a stubborn adversary. This balance of
strength and compassion earned him the respect and love
of all who knew him, especially fellow resistance fighters
such as Ben Shousha, Mouhyeddine (the son of Emir
Abdelkader), and the noble Sharif Mohamed ben Abdallah.
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His Spiritual Affiliation

Ibn Nasser ben Chohra was a devoted follower of the
Qadiriyya order, one of the oldest and most widespread
Sunni Sufi orders in Algeria. The Qadiriyya had a strong
presence across the country, with numerous zawiyas,
shrines, mosques, schools, and a large number of adherents,
including some of Algeria’s most well-known spiritual and
national figures such as Abu Madyan Shu’ayb, Mouhyeddine
ben Mustafa, and his son Emir Abdelkader. Like several
other Sufi orders, the Qadiriyya played a direct role in
resisting colonialism, instilling in its followers a deep-seated
rejection of foreign domination. Its widespread influence
and powerful message drew the attention of the French
authorities, who closely monitored the order in an attempt

to weaken its impact on the Algerian population.
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His Resistance

The Algerian historian Dr. Abu Al-Qasim Saadallah referred
to Ibn Nasser ben Chohra as the principal instigator behind
all uprisings between 1850 and 1875, a testament to the
breadth of his participation in the major revolts of that era.
Heplayed an active role in nearly every significant resistance
movement during that time, including the uprising of Sha-
rif Mohamed ben Abdallah in Ouargla in 1851, the revolt
of the Ouled Sidi Sheikh in 1864, the resistance of Bou
Choucha, also known as Mohamed ben Toumi ben Ibra-
him, in 1869, and the great rebellion led by Al-Mugqrani and
Sheikh Al-Haddad in 1871. His involvement was not pe-
ripheral; it was foundational, unifying local forces against
the expanding colonial threat and cementing his legacy as
one of the most persistent and strategic leaders of Algeria’s

southern resistance.
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His Resistance alongside Sharif Mohamed ben
Abdallah

The French attempted to win over Ibn Nasser ben Chohra
with offers and enticements, as they had done with others,
but he rejected them all. Recognizing that Sharif Moha-
med ben Abdallah was not seeking personal gain, fame,
or power, but was genuinely committed to defending re-
ligion and homeland, Ibn Nasser chose to join his cause.
His alignment with Sharif Mohamed attracted many other
tribes to the resistance. This alliance marked a pivotal mo-
ment in the history of southern Algerian resistance, as it
brought together a vast front stretching from southern Djel-
fa in the north to Ouargla in the south, and from Biskra and
Touggourt in the east. The alliance unified powerful tribes
such as the Makhadma, the Larbaa, the Ouled Nail, and the
Shaanba under a single leadership determined to stop the
colonial advance into the south.

The French authorities quickly recognized the danger posed
by the union of these two resistance leaders. At the time,
French forces in Biskra were under the command of Co-
lonel Collineau, who launched a major offensive to crush
them. However, Ibn Nasser’s tactical ingenuity turned the
tide. His clever maneuvering led to the failure of the French
attack, resulting in more than 150 enemy soldiers killed and

the destruction of significant French military equipment.
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The French Occupation of Laghouat

Due to Laghouat’s economic importance and its strategic
position as a gateway to the Sahara and as a stronghold of
anti-colonial resistance, the French decided to occupy the
city. The assault began on December 4, 1852, with troops
arriving from various regions, especially from the west. The
people of Laghouat rose in defense of their city, resisting
the invaders with all they had. The French, however, used
chemical weapons during the attack reportedly for the first
time in such a conflict.

The French forces managed to breach the city walls and
infiltrate its interior. They raised the French flag over the
residence of the local khalifa, transforming it into their new
military headquarters.

Consequences of the Occupation of Laghouat
The occupation of Laghouat resulted in a humanitarian ca-
tastrophe of immense proportions. Many consider it one of
the earliest instances of what would later be termed geno-
cide. The massacre is remembered by names such as “The
Year of the Cell” (A=)l oLe), because the city was almost
entirely emptied of its inhabitants, and “The Year of the
Burlap Sacks” (Uil (ST ole), referencing the horrifying

moment when surviving men and children were stuffed into

g



B S1simli gl

sacks and thrown into ditches to die. The French did not
stop at capturing the city; they plundered it and massacred
its people. Two-thirds of the population between 2,500 and
3,000 out of a total of 4,500 residents were killed. The des-
truction was so thorough that Laghouat was left nearly de-
void of life.

After the fall of the city, Ibn Nasser ben Chohra retreated
to southern Tunisia to regroup. There, he gained new sup-
porters and allies. Upon learning of the Ouled Sidi Sheikh

uprising in 1864, he quickly moved to join their resistance.

Ibn Nasser ben Chohra’s Role in the Ouled Sidi
Sheikh Uprising

After the fall of Laghouat to French forces, Ibn Nasser ben
Chohra settled in southern Tunisia, where he began orga-
nizing supporters and preparing for future confrontations.
He could not bear to remain inactive while his country re-
mained under foreign control. So when the uprising of the
Ouled Sidi Sheikh erupted in 1864, he wasted no time in
joining their ranks. He crossed back into Algeria in disguise
and traveled to Ouargla, where he met with Si Al-Ala, one
of the uprising’s leaders, who had previously written to
him seeking support to retake Ouargla. On August 6, 1864,
the two men led a force of 1,500 horsemen into battle at

Ain Taqqin, engaging in a fierce confrontation with French

troops. On October 21 of the same year, Ibn Nasser and his
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troops, including fighters from the Ouled Sidi Sheikh and
the Larbaa, moved toward the Wadi al-Nisa region south of
Brizina to join forces with Sidi al-Hajj al-Din in the Sahara
of the Saoura. Together, they became a significant military
power in the area. However, their strength was gradually
diminished by French efforts to cut off their supply lines,
which left them increasingly fatigued and undersupplied.
Later that year, in 1864, Ibn Nasser and Si Al-Ala returned
to Ouargla. In 1866, Ibn Nasser, Si Zoubir, and his nephew
Si Ahmed ben Hamza, leaders of the Ouled Sidi Sheikh re-
sistance, traveled to the city of El Menia and then to Ain
Salah to rally the support of freedom fighters from the Tuat
region, the Shaanba, and the Tuareg. Their aim was to conti-
nue the armed struggle and join forces with the movement
led by Sharif Mohamed ben Toumi ben Ibrahim Al-Ghai-

shaoui, who was widely known as Bou Choucha.
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His Participation in the Bou Choucha Revolt
(1871-1874)

Bou Choucha, whose full name was Mohamed ben Tou-
mi ben Ibrahim, led a revolt that gained momentum and
allowed him to take control of several key regions inclu-
ding El Menia, Souf, Touggourt, and Ouargla. His growing
influence and open declaration of jihad against the Chris-
tian occupiers made him a natural ally for Ibn Nasser ben
Chohra, whose primary aim was always the defense of Is-
lam and the homeland. Seeing in Bou Choucha a genuine
and committed partner, Ibn Nasser joined forces with him
without hesitation.

The two leaders fought side by side in multiple battles,
achieving a series of early victories that shook the colo-
nial forces. However, over time, the French military res-
ponded with massive reinforcements and steady supplies,
while internal divisions and the wavering commitment of
some allies began to undermine the resistance. Despite their
bravery and strategic skill, these factors took a toll on the
movement’s momentum and gradually shifted the balance

of power back in favor of the French.
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His Participation in the 1871 Revolution

The uprising led by Al-Mugrani is considered one of the
most significant popular revolutions in nineteenth-centu-
ry Algeria. Despite its brief duration, it lasted less than a
year,it had far-reaching consequences and spread across
most of northern Algeria. Ibn Nasser ben Chohra joined this
revolution after meeting with fellow resistance leaders in
the town of Nefta in southern Tunisia. Among them were
Mouhyeddine, son of Emir Abdelkader, Bou Atiba ben
Omran, a heroic fighter from the Souf region, and Moha-
med Boualaq, a Tunisian revolutionary. They were hosted
by Sheikh Mustafa ben Mohamed ben Azzouz, head of the
Rahmaniyya zawiya there.

Together, Ibn Nasser and Mouhyeddine sent letters to va-
rious tribes and clans across Algeria, urging them to take up
arms in defense of the nation. The Larbaa tribe responded
promptly to the call, rallying under the leadership of Ibn
Nasser. Some letters bore the seal of Mouhyeddine, others
that of Ibn Nasser. Messages were sent to the leader of the
Tamassin zawiya, to Bay Agha of Touggourt and Ouargla,
and to the tribal leaders of the Taroud in Souf, as well as
to Laghouat, Metlili, Mzab, Sharif Bou Choucha, and the
tribes of the Makhadma, the Shaanba, Said Atba, and many

others across Ouargla and the southern regions.
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At the same time, the revolution was already in full force in
the north, led by the martyr Al-Hajj Mohamed Al-Mugra-
ni, who was succeeded after his death on May 5, 1871, by
his brother Boumezrag. The spiritual leader of the uprising
was Sheikh Al-Haddad, head of the Rahmaniyya order, and
his son Si Aziz ben Sheikh Al-Haddad. Supporting this nor-
thern resistance, Ibn Nasser ben Chohra reignited the revo-
lution in the Sahara. The uprising spread from the coast to
the desert, especially after Ibn Nasser captured the cities of
Touggourt and Ouargla, while Mouhyeddine took control
of Tigrine and Tebessa.

With these developments, the revolution nearly engulfed the
entire Algerian territory. In the north, Al-Muqrani and his
followers advanced; in the south, Ibn Nasser ben Chohra,
Mouhyeddine, and Bou Choucha continued their struggle.
The movement came dangerously close to ending French
colonial rule altogether. But its momentum faltered after
several devastating blows: the martyrdom of Al-Muqrani
on May 5, 1871, the arrest of Sheikh Al-Haddad on July
13, and the wounding and capture of Bou Choucha on

January 11, 1872, followed by his execution.
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The End of Ibn Nasser ben Chohra’s Resistance
After the martyrdom of Al-Muqrani on May 5, 1871, in the
Battle of Oued S’falet near Ain Bessam, and the arrest of
Sheikh Al-Haddad on July 13 of the same year, followed
by the capture of Boumezrag on January 20, 1872, near
Ruwissat, Ibn Nasser ben Chohra withdrew to Tunisian ter-
ritory. There, he continued to launch minor attacks against
the French forces. However, under increasing French pres-
sure, the Bey of Tunis eventually ordered him to leave
the country.

On June 2, 1875, Ibn Nasser boarded a ship at Halq al-Wa-
di, accompanied by the sailor Kablouti, and sailed to Beirut.
He spent some time there in the company of Mouhyeddine,
then joined Emir Abdelkader in Damascus. With the Emir’s
help, he contacted the Tunisian authorities to request per-
mission to sell the properties he had left behind in Tunisia
when he fled. The Bey approved the request, and Ibn Nas-
ser remained in Damascus until his death in 1884, one year
after the passing of Emir Abdelkader. He was buried there.
May God have mercy on this brave hero, who engraved his
name in the annals of Algerian resistance and eternal natio-

nal honor.
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