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In the Hospitality of Algeria’s Glories
Leaders and Icons of the

National Resistance

Sheikh Amoud Agh
Mokhtar

The Symbol of Gallantry and

Resistance in the Tuareg Region
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Introduction:

Every nation has its historical figures, symbols of pride and
honor who light the path toward glory, shape its future, and
inspire its people to move forward with strength, dignity,
and resilience.

The Algerian people are rich with such heroes. Among them
stands a timeless symbol, a man who, through his intelligence,
strategic thinking, and extraordinary courage, etched his
name in the pages of history. He stood firm in defense of his
land and people. He never bowed to the enemy, never feared
their heavily armed forces, never believed their promises,
and was never deceived by their tricks. He resisted, refused
negotiations, and famously declared:

“I will never shake hands with a Frenchman, nor negotiate
with one. Peace can only come through the rifle.”

He is the symbol of resistance for the Tuareg people, the valiant
fighter Amoud Agh Mokhtar Imennan, a son of a noble region
whose people stood as an unbreakable barrier against French

colonial ambitions in the southern territories.

This book seeks to introduce readers to this courageous
leader, to shed light on his heroic contributions to his region

in particular, and to Algeria as a whole, acts that significantly
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hindered French colonial expansion in the Sahara for
many years.

For his unwavering faith, bravery, and legacy, he rightfully

deserves recognition, respect, and remembrance.
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The Tuareg:

The Tuareg are a Sunni Muslim people who follow the
Maliki school of thought. Historians have long debated their
exact origins. Some trace them back to the Himyar tribe in
Yemen and Hadramawt, or to eastern Arabia, likening them to
the Canaanites who once lived in the Arabian Gulf.

Others suggest that following the collapse of the Marib Dam,
waves of migration moved toward North Africa in ancient
times. Some researchers believe the Tuareg are of Arab origin,
while others argue that their roots lie in the Berber (Amazigh)
tribes who inhabited North Africa and the Sahara prior to
Islam, particularly the Sanhaja tribes.

There are even theories linking them to Pharaonic lineage.
However, there is general consensus that the Tuareg are a
desert people, long settled in and adapted to life across the vast

Saharan expanse.
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Their Name:

Various theories exist about the origin of the name “Tuareg”:
* One view suggests it derives from “Tariq ibn Ziyad”, the
famous Muslim general.

* Another theory links the name to the Wadi Tarka region in
Libya, with the original term being “Tawarik”.

* A third perspective claims that “Tuareg” is a distorted form of
the Amazigh word “Tamasheq”, meaning “free men” or “the
veiled men” (in reference to their traditional face coverings).
* Yet another explanation connects the name to the word
“Targa,” meaning “canal” or “water source”, noting that the

Sahara was once a region rich in water.
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Their Homeland:

The Tuareg inhabit vast areas of the Sahara Desert, including
southern Algeria, northern Mali, northern Niger, southern
Libya, and parts of northern Burkina Faso. Their regions are
known for their arid climate, harsh living conditions, and
sparse populations.

The Tuareg are Sunni Muslims who follow the Maliki school
of thought, and they played a significant role in the spread
of Islam across the Sahara. Historically, they contributed
to the founding of the Kingdom of Awdaghust and later the
Almoravid state, which emerged during the 11th and 12th

centuries CE (5th—6th centuries AH).
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Their Character:

The Tuareg are traditionally nomads and are widely admired
for their courage, generosity, dignity, and self-respect. They
are also known for their horsemanship and keen intuition.
Dr. Miyasi Ibrahim describes them as:

“A noble people marked by honor and bravery. Like lions,
they face the modern weapons of the French with swords and
daggers crafted by their own hands.”

This is echoed by Professor Abdel Salam Bouchareb, and also
by the famous geographer Ibn Hawqal, who wrote:

“These people are known for their bravery, combat skill, and
expertise in camel riding. They are swift, resilient in extreme
heat, and surpass others in endurance and toughness.”

These qualities remain deeply rooted in Tuareg society to this
day. They are capable of traveling long distances through harsh
desert conditions, relying on unyielding patience and physical
endurance to survive and find food in one of the world’s most
challenging environments.

Their traditional role was caravan trade, traveling along
Saharan trade routes using camels. They also practiced
livestock herding, and some have since settled as farmers

and Dblacksmiths.
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Their Language:

Some Tuareg speak Arabic, while others speak Tamasheq
(Tamahag/Tamajeq), yet most understand Arabic due to their
Islamic faith and memorization of the Qur’an and Hadith.
Informal schools and zawiyas (religious institutions) are also

widespread in their communities.

The Tuareg language, known as Tamasheq, is passed down
through generations and written in the Tifinagh alphabet. It
has three main dialects: Tamasheq, Tamahaq, and Tamajeq.
This language is one of the few that has preserved the ancient

Amazigh roots for thousands of years.

Tifinagh consists of 24 characters and is written from left to
right. Today, many elders in Tuareg communities still use this

rare and original script, keeping their linguistic heritage alive.
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The Tuareg Woman:

Women hold a special and highly respected status in Tuareg
society. They are treated with great dignity and enjoy rights such
as owning property, making decisions, and bearing significant
social responsibilities. Tuareg women remain committed to
their cultural traditions and distinct appearance, while also

taking pride in their family duties, which they regard as sacred.
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France’s Expansion Toward the Sahara:

After the French captured Algiers on July 5, 1830, they set
their sights on expanding their occupation to cover the entire
Algerian territory, including the vast Sahara.

Following their conquest of the northern regions, the French
began launching exploratory missions into the south, aiming
to extend their control and influence. Among their ambitions
was the construction of a trans-Saharan railway, intended to
facilitate the colonization and domination of the region.
However, the Tuareg people quickly realized the danger, and
understood that their land was under threat. They responded
with resistance and confrontation, led by courageous leaders

such as Sheikh Amoud ben Mokhtar.
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Sheikh Amoud ben Mokhtar Imennan:

Sheikh Amoud ben Mokhtar Imennan was born in 1848, though
another account places his birth in 1849 in the historic and
breathtaking oasis of Djanet, located in the far southeastern
corner of Algeria near the Libyan border.

He grew up in a majestic and traditional environment. At that
time, Tuareg society was composed of powerful and respected
tribes, including the Imennan tribe, to which Amoud belonged.
From a young age, he memorized the Qur’an and learned
the basics of Arabic language, jurisprudence, and grammar,
in addition to mastering his native Tuareg language. He later
moved to Tamanrasset and Ain Salah, where he studied under
local scholars and became passionate about knowledge. He
also practiced horseback riding and physical training, which
helped develop his courage, endurance, and leadership traits
that earned him the love and admiration of the local people.
His tribe, the Imennan, migrated from the Tassili region to
the Ahaggar area. While settling in Wadi Tin Hirt, the tribe
was suddenly attacked, resulting in the death of most of its
members. Only the women, servants, and young Amoud

survived. As a child who had just lost most of his family, he
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found himself thrust into a position of leadership, tasked with
defending and preserving his tribe.

He sought help from Sultan Ahitaghal, the chief of the Kel
Ghela tribe, who admired Amoud’s bravery, intelligence,
and his vision of uniting the tribes in the face of French
colonial aggression.

Impressed by his qualities, the tribes rallied around him and
recognized him as their leader. He went on to lead numerous
battles against the French, especially in the southeastern
Sahara, with his resistance extending even into parts of Niger,

Chad, and Libya.
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Other Battles Fought by the Tuareg:

Under the leadership of Sheikh Amoud ben Mokhtar and other
seasoned leaders from the Imennan tribe, the Tuareg fought
many fierce battles against French colonial forces, including:
* The Battle of Tit, May 7, 1902

* The Battle of Bordj Omar Driss, 1903

* The Battle of Echebaniya

* The First Battle of Aisén, 1914

* The Battle of Tadrat, 1916

* The Battle of Tin Hinan, April 1, 1916

* The Battle of Wadi Akhen, September 6, 1916

* The Battle of Ain Goufou, December 3, 1916

* The Battle of Ain al-Hajjaj, April 13, 1917

* The Battle of Tehrag Ba Bainkar, June 15, 1917
Thesebattles standasundeniableevidence ofthe Tuareg people’s
rejection of foreign domination. Proud and freedom-loving,
they were always ready to make immense sacrifices in defense
of their land and dignity.

Among all these confrontations, the Battle of Djanet remains
a pivotal moment in the history of Tuareg resistance against

French colonization.
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The Battle of Djanet:

Due to its historical significance and strategic border location,
the French colonial forces were determined to take control of
the city of Djanet, especially after securing their hold over
several northern cities.

Preparation for the Battle:

After suffering multiple defeats in prior confrontations with
the inhabitants of the Sahara, particularly the Tuareg, the
French forces sought revenge. They prepared thoroughly and

appointed an experienced leadership team.
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The Battle Begins:

The French military was well aware of Sheikh Amoud’s
strength and his strong influence over the Tuareg tribes.
Initially, they avoided confrontation and attempted a
conciliatory approach. However, Sheikh Amoud firmly refused
any form of compromise. Consequently, the French resorted to
military action.

The battle lasted eighteen days, beginning on March 6, 1916,
when the resistance fighters launched a series of attacks
targeting Fort Charlet, successfully capturing it. The fort fell
into the hands of Sheikh Amoud and his men, who managed to
inflict heavy losses on the French troops. Many soldiers were
killed, others fled, and the commander of the French campaign
was captured after becoming lost in the desert.

However, as French reinforcements began arriving, the balance
of power shifted in favor of the colonial forces. Facing this new
reality, Sheikh Amoud agreed to a settlement. The agreement
allowed the Tuareg to retain their weapons, ensured their
freedom of movement in their territory, and stated that they
would not be pursued or attacked, so long as they refrained

from engaging French forces.
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The End of Sheikh Amoud Ben Mokhtar:

After the agreement Sheikh Amoud Ben Mokhtar reached with
the French forces and the cessation of hostilities, he and his
loyal fighters departed to the Fezzan region in Libya in 1923,
where they settled and continued their struggle alongside the
Senussi movement.

Sheikh Amoud passed away in 1928, after leading numerous
battles in defense of his land and people. May mercy be upon
this hero, known as the Defender of the Sahara and a symbol
of Algerian resistance.

He is proudly remembered for his powerful words:

“I cannot shake hands with a Frenchman, nor negotiate with
France. Peace can only come through the rifle.”

In recognition of his sacrifice and legacy, Algeria named the
Djanet Airport after him: it now bears the name Amoud Agh

Mokhtar Airport.
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