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In the Hospitality of Algeria’s Glories
Leaders and Icons of the

National Resistance

L.alla Fatma
N’Soumer

(The Woman Who Defeated French Generals)
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Introduction

The history of Algeria, from the most ancient times to the
present day, is filled with heroes who etched their names
in letters of light figures who became a source of pride,
honor, and enduring inspiration through their noble deeds

in various fields: science, resistance, and beyond.

This legacy is not limited to men, whose numbers are
too vast to count, but also includes women who refused
submission and surrender, who stood in defense of the
homeland and dignity, and who protected their faith and
nation with unmatched courage. Among the finest examples
are Cleopatra Selene, the wife of Juba II; the Berber Queen
Dihya, known as the “Kahina”; Queen Tin Hinan, the
spiritual mother of the Tuareg; Nafissa Hammoud, after
whom the Hussein Dey hospital is named; and the three
Algerian heroines Djamila Bouhired, Djamila Boubacha,

and Djamila Bouazza.

The story does not end with adult women. Even young gir-
Is entered the ranks of resistance, such as Fatima Baddar
and Saliha Watiki, not to mention the martyr-heroine
Hamidou Maliha (Janet), a child who sacrificed her life for
her homeland.

As it is impossible to name them all here, this account will
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focus on a single exemplary figure, a woman admired even
by her enemies for her bravery, leadership, and ability to
command both men and women in battle: Lalla Fatma
N’Soumer, the icon of Algerian resistance.

World history has scarcely known a woman like her, who
overcame ten generals, each highly trained in military
academies, including the most prestigious in France and
abroad, while she, with only a small band of male and
female mujahideen, fought using weapons so basic that

they barely merit the name.

The difference between the two sides was profound: the
first fought without belief, without a cause; the second was
armed with the will to triumph, the determination to succeed,

and a steadfast conviction in the justice of their cause.
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Birth

Lalla Fatma N’Soumer was born in the Kabylie region,
in a small village called Werja, around the year 1830. Her
lineage traces back to her ancestor Sidi Ahmed Oumziane,
who was a spiritual leader (mugaddam) of the Rahmaniyya
Sufi order. Her family belonged to a revered class of
religious notables known as the marabouts, who enjoyed

high status and respect among the local population.
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Early Life

Fatma N’Soumer was raised in a deeply religious
environment, influenced by the piety and asceticism of her
father, who was in charge of the Rahmaniyya zawiya in the
village of Werja She learned to read and write, memorized
the Holy Qur’an at an early age, and studied Islamic
jurisprudence. She grew to be deeply committed to Islamic

teachings and moral principles.
HerQualities

The heroine Fatma N’Soumer was known for her beauty,
grace, and radiant smile. She was always seen wearing the
traditional, authentic Kabyle attire.

As for her inner and moral traits, she was compassionate,
tender, and influential, with deeply rooted principles. She
was merciful toward the people of her village, yet unyielding
toward her enemies.

Her adversaries called her the “Joan of Arc of Djurdjura,”
a title she firmly rejected, preferring instead to be known
as the “Khawla of Djurdjura,” in reference to the famed
Muslim warrior Khawla bint al-Azwar.

From an early age, she aspired to a life of worship and

resistance.
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Lalla Fatma N’Soumer’s Resistance

From a young age, Lalla Fatma N’Soumer was devoted to
the ideals of freedom, rejecting servitude and abhorring
exploitation and enslavement. She believed, with
unshakable conviction, that every human being is born free

and deserves to live free.

Her birth in 1830 coincided with the very year of France’s
colonial invasion of Algeria, and she grew up filled with
hatred for the occupier, bitterly resenting their despicable
actions and horrifying crimes against her people. Her soul
longed to resist this ruthless colonizer, who showed no

mercy to either the young or the old.

As soon as the rebellion of Sharif Mohamed al-Amjad Ben
Abdelmalek, known as Sharif Boubaghla, was launched one
of the great figures of popular resistance against the French
in the Djurdjura region .Fatma joined his cause and fought
alongside him in several battles, including the Battle of
Ouadhia in 1851, led by Generals Randon and MacMahon.
However, the imbalance in military power forced Boubaghla
to heed Lalla Fatma N’Soumer’s advice and withdraw
to Beni Yenni, where he called for a sacred jihad. There,
large numbers of students and spiritual followers joined

his ranks, inflicting heavy losses on the enemy. During this
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period, Fatma N’Soumer personally killed the traitor “El
Djoudi” with her own hands and succeeded in saving Sharif

Boubaghla, who had been wounded in the fighting.
Other Battles

Lalla Fatma N’Soumer continued her resistance against
the French occupiers throughout the Djurdjura region
with unparalleled courage and resolve, forcing colonial

commanders to think twice before confronting her.

Among the fiercest battles she led in the Djurdjura was the
Battle of Tachekirt, which lasted two full days, July 19 and
20, 1851. It saw the participation of men, women, and even
young girls, fighting side by side. The enemy was forced
to request a truce, which Lalla Fatma N’Soumer accepted.
Yet the French soon violated the agreement, reigniting
hostilities in one of the most violent confrontations ever

.waged between her forces and the occupiers
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The 1857 Campaign

Unable to endure the repeated defeats it had suffered
at the hands of the heroine Lalla Fatma N’Soumer and
her forces, the French colonial command resolved to
eliminate her at any cost.In 1857, the French launched a
massive military campaign consisting of 45,000 soldiers,
led by the Commander-in-Chief of the French Army in
Algeria, Marshal Randon, and supported by seven gen-
erals. They launched a surprise attack on the Kabyle re-
gion, while Fatma N’Soumer’s fighters numbered only
about 7,000 combatants, with a vast disparity in weaponry
and equipment.

Despite the fierce resistance shown by the revolutionaries
under Lalla Fatma N’Soumer’s leadership, the
overwhelming strength of the French forces tilted the battle
in their favor. The confrontation resulted in the death of 44
French soldiers, including two officers, and 327 wounded,
among them 22 officers. The resistance fighters also suffered

Josses, both in lives and materials

Following the battle, negotiations were initiated, led by
Marshal Randon on the French side and Si Tahar on the
Algerian side. A ceasefire was agreed upon under conditions
that included: no prosecution or punishment of resistance
leaders. Although Marshal Randon feigned acceptance of
these terms, he ordered the arrest of the Algerian delegation

.as soon as they left the camp
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Not stopping there, he dispatched Captain Foch to the
village of Takhlijt N’Ath Atsou to arrest Lalla Fat-
ma N’Soumer, and she was captured along with several

.other women

Historical sources state that, after the battle, the French
army confiscated many possessions, including valuable
.books and rare manuscripts

Nevertheless, Lalla Fatma N’Soumer managed to inflict a
major defeat, killing 800 French soldiers, a remarkable and

.symbolic victory despite the disparity in forces
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Her Death

After her capture by the forces of Marshal Randon, he
presented her before his troops, saying“Gentlemen, I
have the honor of presenting to you the Joan of Arc of
Djurdjura.”This was a clear and public acknowledgment
from him and the France he represented the heroism and

courage of this iron-willed woman.

Fatma N’Soumer was exiled, along with thirty others, to the
Zawiya of Beni Slimane in the province of Médéa, where she
was placed under house arrest. She was allowed to receive
visitors, and on one occasion, French authorities recorded
.that over 200 people came to see her in a single day

She remained in exile for seven years, until she was
afflicted by a strange and severe illness that caused paralysis,
and she passed away in 1863, at the age of thirty-three. She
was buried in the Sidi Abdallah cemetery, not far from the

.place of her confinement

In 1994, her remains were transferred to the Martyrs’ Square
in El Alia Cemetery, where she now rests alongside other

.national heroes of Algeria, such as Emir Abdelkader

May God have mercy on this remarkable heroine, a symbol

.of Algerian resistance, honor, and courage
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Her Legacy in Memory

Fatma N’Soumer fulfilled her national duty to the fullest,
leaving behind a lasting example that continues to be

remembered by Algerians and Muslims alike

She has been honored in many ways. Numerous associations
and institutions have been named after her, and a wealth
of literary works including stories, plays, films, and poems

.have been written in her memory

The Algerian state named a gas transport ship after her, along
with many schools and streets, both within the country and
abroad, including a street in Brussels. Several statues have
been erected in her honor, and a museum was established
in her memory in the Aissaouia region in Médéa Province,
.where her grave is located

Yet, above all these tributes, her memory lives on in the
hearts and minds of the Algerian people. Lalla Fatma
N’Soumer remains a timeless symbol, an enduring role

.model of sacrifice and patriotism for generations to come
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